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“Onesimus”    Philemon 1:1-25           5/14/23 

Today, we’d like to see the title of “Onesimus” in Philemon 1:1-25 
To Online Word’s sheep, through MP3 or YouTube Channel, on the earth, we’d like to suggest the 3 

expositional Questions. (https://www.bing.com/v ideos/search?q=maranatha+songs&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dmaran atha%2bsongs%26cv id%3d4829352bbed94260b3d0ee479f70cf27%26FORM%3dANAB01%26PC%3dU531&v iew=detail&m id=4DDEC376A806D71F54CB4DDEC376A806D71F54CB&rvsmid=D420DC293A0C13884A74D420DC293A0C13884A74&FORM=VDMCNR Maranatha Worship Songs;  Videos are seeable upon 

the click on the website). YouTube Channel is not Available in China, Iran, Germany, etc. where only MP3 is available 

Q1.  In verse 4, “I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers,” what 
does it mean? And how can we apply it to our lives? 

Q2. In verse 12, “I am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that is, my 
own heart,” what does it mean in the context? and what can we learn from here? 

Q3. In verse 16, “no longer as a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord,” what does 
it mean in the context? and what can we learn from here? 

(Background for context of this text on Daily Bible Reading and Studying Weekly Book Basis)  

 

During 58-63 AD Paul the house arrestee’s 4th mission trip (Acts 21:17-28:31),  Paul wrote this 
personal letter to Philemon at the Colossian church in 61 AD.  Philemon was saved through the 
Paul’s ministry.  Onesimus the slave was owned by Philemon the master. Onesimus had run away 
from Philemon to Rome, where Paul met him to have been saved.  Here, Paul convinced 
Philemon about the forgiveness of Onesimus as a brother in Christ. 
 
(Acts 28:30-31) “Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who 
came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.” 

TEXT: NKJV [KJV]                                        Inductive  Explanation in context & syntax 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 
and Timothy our brother,  To 
Philemon our beloved friend and 
fellow laborer,  

 

2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus 
our fellow soldier, and to the church 
in your house: 

 

 
1= ..a prisoner of Christ Jesus….Timothy our brother, To 
Philemon …beloved friend and fellow laborer (During Paul’s 
ministry for Christ’s sake in Jerusalem, he was arrested by the 
commander through the whole crowd stirred up by the Jews 
from Asia; So, Paul doesn’t consider himself a prisoner of 
Rome, but a prisoner of Jesus Christ; Timothy was saved 
through Paul’s ministry, called as “a true son in the faith.” Every 
Christian is a brother or a sister in Christ; Paul and Timothy sent 
this letter to Philemon their co-minister  Acts 21:27, 33; 1 Tim 
1:1; James 2:151) 
 
2=…Apphia, Archippus, to the church in your house (Also to the 
others -- Apphia might be the wife of Philemon; Archippus was 
a minister at Colossian church that was in the house of 
Philemon; the church was likely founded by Epaphras the word 
minister; In the early church time, various believers met in 
various houses to worship in spirit and truth, becoming various 
churches the body of Christ; Every church is the Lord’s church 
purchased with His blood.   Col 4:17; Col 1:7; Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 

 
1 Acts 21:27, 33 27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred 
up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 33 Then the commander came near and took him, and commanded him to 
be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had done; 1 Tim 1:2 To Timothy, a true son in the 
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord; James 2:15  If a brother or sister is 
naked and destitute of daily food, 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=maranatha+songs&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dmaranatha%2bsongs%26cvid%3d4829352bbed94260b3d0ee479f70cf27%26FORM%3dANAB01%26PC%3dU531&view=detail&mid=4DDEC376A806D71F54CB4DDEC376A806D71F54CB&rvsmid=D420DC293A0C13884A74D420DC293A0C13884A74&FORM=VDMCNR
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3 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 I thank my God, making mention 
of you always in my prayers,  

16:19; Mat 16:18;  Eph 1:142 Note the Lord’s church – not our 
church(es) nor your church(es) as possessive forms of we and 
of you, rather than the church(es), every church, whole church, 
the church of God, the church of Asia, or the church of Gentiles, 
in KJV, NKJV, or NIV,  except NLT informally used for “going to” 
in 1 John 2:19; Jude 1:43; church is the group of believers’ 
souls. So church ministry seeks souls/beings, not possessions 
the potential dispute among people. if you feel uncomfortable to 
use the possessive forms because of potential 
misunderstanding the possessive forms, tolerate them for the 
unity of the body of Christ on the earth; So, we tolerate 
disputable things such as “fortunately, rather than sadly or 
tragically,” “proud of a person, not of God,” “a woman pastor,” “a 
sprinkling rather than water baptism,” “infant baptism rather 
than dedication,” “sabbath year to a minister, not to land,” 
“minister’s retirement by tradition, not by God,” etc. because we 
speak the word of God as of sincerity, as from God, and in the 
sight of God by meditating whatever things are pure and lovely 
Tit 3:9; 2 Cor 2:17; Phil 4:84 And if anything is against God or 
Scripture, simply cast it down/ disregard it, e.g., human 
thoughts, opinions, or various denominational systematic 
theologies – these things are not man-made-frames over God 
or Scripture but mere means or references to understand God 
or Scripture the substance 2 Cor 10:55) 
 
3=  Grace….peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ….. (Grace and peace is the proper order because you 
will never have true peace in Christ until you really discover the 
grace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal 
salvation – the Greek, CHARIS, combines with the Hebrew, 
SHALOM) 
 
4=Q1 ..thank my God….always in my prayers (Prayer is your 
communication with God through Jesus in fellowship/ 
communion.  So always in prayer or prayer without ceasing 
does not merely a request but also worshipping, thanks, 
confession, or faith in the Spirit, like the talk between Abba 

 

2 Col 4:17 And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill 
it.”; Col 1:7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf; Rom 16:5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits 
of Achaia to Christ; 1 Cor 16:19  The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the 
Lord, with the church that is in their house; Mat 16:18  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it;  Eph 1:14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

3 1 John 2:19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with 
us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us [KJV They went out from us, but 
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they were not all of us.  NIV They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. 
For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged 
to us.  NLT These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us; otherwise they would have stayed 
with us. When they left, it proved that they did not belong with us]; Jude 1:4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, 
who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and 
deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ [KJV For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before 
of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. NIV  For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about[a] long 
ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for 
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.  NLT I say this because some ungodly people have 
wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The 
condemnation of such people was recorded long ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.] 
4 Tit 3:9  But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and 
useless.; 2 Cor 2:17 For we are not, as [a]so many, peddling[b] the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we 
speak in the sight of God in Christ; Phil 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, 
if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
5 2 Cor 10:5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+2%3A19%3B+Jude+1%3A4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30678a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Tit+3%3A9%3B+2+Cor+2%3A17%3B+Phil+4%3A8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28842a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Tit+3%3A9%3B+2+Cor+2%3A17%3B+Phil+4%3A8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28842b
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5 hearing of your love and faith 
which you have toward the Lord 
Jesus and toward all the saints,  

 

6 that the sharing of your faith may 
become effective by the 
acknowledgment of every good 
thing which is in you in Christ 
Jesus.  

7 For we have great joy 
and consolation in your love, 
because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed by you, 
brother. 

8 Therefore, though I might be very 
bold in Christ to command you 
what is fitting,  

 

 

father and child. So we can pray always or pray without 
ceasing. 1 Thes 5:16-18; 1 John 1:3; Rom 8:156) 
 
5= hearing of your love and faith…toward the Lord 
Jesus…toward all the saints (Paul heard how Philemon loved 
the Lord and the brothers and sisters in the body of Christ; The 
faith in God or His word, not in your inner feeling for the 
uncertain future which you say -- called as the word of faith; 
You may express your faith by doing God’s word applicable 
wherever the Lord opens, with given free will and given ability, 
for His glory or His good pleasure James 4:14-15; Luke 14:28-
30; Phil 2:13; Rom 10:17;  Rev 3:77) 
 
 
6=…the sharing of your faith…become effective by 
..acknowledgement of every good thing in you in Christ Jesus 
(You may effectuate your faith by sharing good things with 
others, as you recognize every good thing in Christ Jesus; 
When we are walking/ living in Christ Jesus, we can do every 
good thing according to His abundant mercy1 Peter 1:3; Phil 
4:138) 
 
 
 
7=….great joy …consolation in your love … hearts [bowels] of 
the saints…refreshed by you (To hear of your love gives us 
great joy and comfort because your agape love has refreshed 
the saints’ hearts or bowels – inner invisible deep feeling, mind, 
soul, or spirit. Note the Invisible thing!, not visible thing, for 
bowels or today hearts. )  
 
 
 
8=…though ….very bold in Christ to command [enjoin] 
you…what…fitting(Apostle, elder, deacon, or pastor’s authority 
is within Christ or His word. Whatever the leadership exercises 
outside of the given authority, it would be rebuked by the Lord 
like Judas Iscariot the Apostle; Now, tragically, in many 
churches, where the leadership loves to exercise authority,  like 
the scribes and the Pharisees in Moses’ seat, fleshly issues 
such as power struggle or division often come out. Here, Paul 
as an apostle, could have exercised boldly an authority within 
Christ to order Philemon to forgive Onesimus as a Christian 
brother.  But in verse 9 Mat 10:1-4, 7; Mat 28:18; Mat 23:2, 11-
129) 

 

6  1 Thes 5:16-18 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you; 1 John 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ; Rom 8:15  
For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry 
out, “Abba, Father.”. 
7 James 4:14-15  whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do 
this or that.; Luke 14:28-30 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to finish it— 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who 
see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’?; Phil 2:13 for it is God who 
works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure; Rom 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God;  Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He 
who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 
8 1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; Phil 4:13 I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me. 

9 Mat 10:1-4, 71 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: 
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’; Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
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9 yet for love’s sake I rather 
appeal to you—being such a one 
as Paul, the aged, and now also a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ—  

10 I appeal to you for my 
son Onesimus, whom I have 
begotten while in my chains,  

11 who once was unprofitable to 
you, but now is profitable to you 
and to me. 

12 I am sending him back. You 
therefore receive him, that is, my 
own heart,  

13 whom I wished to keep with me, 
that on your behalf he might 
minister to me in my chains for the 
gospel.  

14 But without your consent I 
wanted to do nothing, that your 
good deed might not be by 
compulsion, as it were, but 
voluntary.  

15 For perhaps he departed for a 
while for this purpose, that you 

 
 
9= yet for love’s sake…..rather appeal to you …Paul, as the 
aged…a prisoner of Jesus Christ  (But I as an old man and  
prisoner for Jesus Christ’s sake request it to you humbly for 
agape love’s sake, as Jesus taught the original apostles and 
hated the power hierarchy between leadership and non-
leadership, Nicolaitans. Rev 2:610) 
 
 
10= …appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have 
begotten while in my chains (Paul requests Philemon about his 
spiritual son Onesimus like Timothy or Titus.  Onesimus was 
saved through Paul’s ministry in the prison at Rome. Now 
Onesimus is a faithful and beloved brother in Christ.  Col 4:911) 
 
11=….was unprofitable to you…now is profitable to you and to 
me (Onesimus the runaway slave from you was not useful, but 
now he the faithful and beloved brother is useful for the body of 
Christ to us) 
 
 
12= Q2….sending him back. You….receive him…my own heart 
(Paul is sending back Onesimus to Philemon. So, I am asking 
heartily you to accept him.  We as the followers of Christ mark 
the forgiveness as God in Christ forgave us on the cross. We 
should forgive, up to that mark, as long as the Spirit in us works 
both to will and to do for His good pleasure, His glory or agape 
love sake. In verse 14, Paul asked Philemon’s willing, cheerful, 
or voluntary forgiving Onesimus as a Christian brother.  Mat 
6:12; Eph 4:31-32; Luke 9:23; Phil 2:13; 2 Cor 9:712) 
 
13= …I wished to keep with me…on your behalf …minister to 
me in my chains for the gospel (Onesimus carried messages for 
Paul and took care of Paul’s needs. So, I would like to have 
kept Onesimus so that he could, for your sake, minister to me in 
the bonds of the gospel) 
 
14= …without your consent….do nothing…your good deed 
….not be by compulsion….voluntary[willingly] (Your forgiveness 
would be based upon willing, cheerful, voluntary heart, not 
forced, grudgingly, or of necessity – as Paul suggests) 
 
 
 
15=…perhaps….departed for a while for this purpose….you 
might receive him forever (After Onesimus ran away from you, 
he met Paul and he was saved. Now he is faithful and beloved 
brother to the body of Christ to us. For a while, it was the 
adverse circumstance. But God uses it and brings him to 
salvation through Paul at Rome. So perhaps this could be what 
God had purposed for His eternal purpose.   Rom 8:2813) 
 

 
to Me in heaven and on earth; Mat 23:2, 11-12 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 11 But he 
who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. 
10 Rev 2:6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
11 Col 4:9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things 
which are happening here. 

12 Mat 6:12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.; Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, 
and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you; Luke 9:23  Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.; Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you both to will 
and to do for His good pleasure.; 2 Cor 9:7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 
of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

13 Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose. 



 

5 
 

might receive him forever,  

 

16 no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave—a beloved brother, 
especially to me but how much 
more to you, both in the flesh and 
in the Lord. 

 

17 If then you count me as a partner, 
receive him as you would me.  

 

18 But if he has wronged you or 
owes anything, put that on my 
account.  

19 I, Paul, am writing with my 
own hand. I will repay—not to 
mention to you that you owe me 

 
 
 
16=Q3 no longer as a slave….more than a slave- a beloved 
brother…..to me ….more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord (Paul humbly asks Philemon that Onesimus should be no 
longer merely a slave in the Rome’s master-slave system  “in 
the flesh” – today Employer-Employee system, but also a 
Christian brother – Paul, Onesimus, and Philemon are 
members of God’s family, i.e., equal in Christ “in the Lord.” Paul 
says to Philemon much more relationship between Onesimus 
and Philemon due to both brother relationship in the body of 
Christ and master-slave relationship in the world/flesh, than to 
Paul upon only the brother relationship in the Lord, as Paul 
persuades in other epistles Col 3:9-11; 1 Cor 7:20-24; Eph 6:5-
9; Col 4:114) 
 
17= if…you count me as a partner, receive him as you would 
me (If you consider me as your partner or co-worker for the 
body of Christ, receive Onesimus as me – this is beautiful 
intercession on Paul’s part; as we are in Christ Jesus, God 
made us accepted in the Beloved Son Jesus due to Jesus’ 
intercession  Eph 1:5-615) 
 
 
18= …wrong you or owes anything, put that on my account (If 
any debt in Onesimus, charge it to me. It proves Paul’s agape 
love to Onesimus. It would encourage and strengthen 
Onesimus to walk/live by faith.  This kind of Paul’s love is like 
Jesus the advocate, mediator, and intercessor against an 
accuser even if Satan tempts people day and night to accuse a 
saint. But the forgiven one is blessed like Onesimus  1 John 
2:1; 1 Tim 2:5; Rom 8:34; Rev 12:10; Psalm 32:1-216) 
 
19=….writing with my own hand….will repay-not to mention…. 
You owe me even your own self…..( Paul reiterates to repay 
any debt if it is. And he says a personal letter to Philemon, not 
mentioning the love debt which Philemon owed Paul who had 
preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to Philemon.  This is 
humble but convincing letter – Note one duty of word ministers 

 

14 Col 3:9-11 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the 
new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all; 
1 Cor 7:20-24  Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called. 21 Were you called while a slave? Do 
not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave 
is the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not 
become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called; Eph 6:5-9 
Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity 
of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone 
does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same things to 
them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him; Col 
4:1  Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

15 Eph 1:5-6 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 

16 1 John 2:1  My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 1 Tim 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus; Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us; Rev 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice 
saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down;  Psalm 32:1-2 
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does 
not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
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even your own self besides.  

 

20 Yes, brother, let me have joy 
from you in the Lord; refresh my 
heart in the Lord. 

21 Having confidence in your 
obedience, I write to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I 
say. 22 But, meanwhile, also 
prepare a guest room for me, for I 
trust that through your prayers I 
shall be granted to you. 

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in 
Christ Jesus, greets you,  

24 as 
do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, 
my fellow laborers. 

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

 

is to convince with to preach, rebuke, exhort and teach. Love 
debt is allowed but other money debt or surety is discouraged.   
Practically, the credit card debt should be managed wisely, not 
beyond paying ability, by a saint as a salt and light in the world 
2 Tim 4:2; Rom 13:8; Prov 6:1-517) 
 
20=…let me have you from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in 
the Lord (Let you forgive Onesimus the run-away slave as a 
brother in the Lord, and then it would give Paul joy and would 
refresh Paul’s heart in the Lord.) 
 
21= …confidence in your obedience…knowing …even more 
that I say (It’s a presumptive close. I trust you to obey my 
humble request and know you to do more than my request to 
Onesimus. Philemon might obey in full the teaching of Paul 
about master-slave relationship among Christians in other 
epistles in verse 16 ) 
 
22=…meanwhile…prepare a guest room….I trust….through 
your prayers I shall be granted to you (it’s a personal matter. I 
think I’m going to be released soon. I hope to be visiting you. 
Fix me a room. But the Bible didn’t say whether or not Paul 
returned to Colossae) 
 
23= Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus greets… 
(Epaphras was the word minister at the Colossian church. He 
also once was a prisoner for Christ’s sake like Paul, saluting 
Philemon Col 1:718) 
 
24= …Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers 
(John Mark the cousin of Barnabas joined in Paul’s 1st mission 
trip and wrote the gospel of Mark. Aristarchus also once was a 
prisoner for Christ’s sake.  Luke as a physician wrote the books 
of Luke and Acts. Those were co-ministers with Paul except 
later Demas who forsook Paul in the last 2nd prison just before 
Paul’ martyrdom  Col 4:10; Acts 12:25; Col 4:14; 2 Tim 4:1019) 
 
25=…grace of …Jesus Christ…with your spirit. Amen (Paul 
says farewell. Christ’s grace with Philemon’s spirit, soul, mind, 
or heart. So be it) 

 
Note: Most Christians say the Bible is important, but rarely study every word in the Bible and commit it to the Lord. So, 
it’s better to study it and live accordingly after the Spirit for the Lord (2 Tim 2:15).  This online word for global crusade 
in effect develops from the expositional sermon (KJV), into spiritual transformation in daily love fellowship with the Lord 
throughout the Bible Study (NKJV) -- All Scripture Expositional Study from verse by verse Inductive Studies -- of which 
application is the Discipleship and Spiritual Formation, closer to the image of Christ. We think that “Any human opinion 
is not really important rather than what God says. So, the best commentary on the Bible is the Bible per se. But the 
opinion to make us understand God’s Word is acceptable (2 Corinthians 10:5).” Further, for the application, a life or 
spiritual experience might be helpful to understand how to apply an understood word in the text column, but it is 

 
17 2 Tim 4:2  Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 
and teaching; Rom 13:8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the 
law; Prov 6:1-5 My son, if you become surety for your friend, If you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger, 2 You 
are snared by the words of your mouth; You are taken by the words of your mouth. 3 So do this, my son, and deliver 
yourself; For you have come into the hand of your friend: Go and humble yourself; Plead with your friend. 4 Give no 
sleep to your eyes, Nor slumber to your eyelids. 5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, And like 
a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

18 Col 1:7  as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf, 

19 Col 4:10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about whom you received 
instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him); Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they 
had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them John whose surname was Mark; Col 4:14 Luke the beloved 
physician and Demas greet you; 2 Tim 4:10  for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has 
departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 
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temperately used like Paul, because nobody should think above that actual experience (2 Cor 12:6, Jeremiah 23:28).  
 
All quotations are taken, except King James Version (KJV), from New King James Version (NKJV), ©1982 by 
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
© Copyright 2023 by Wayne Kim. All rights reserved. No part of this material may be reproduced in any forms 
or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, except for brief quotations in critical 
articles or reviews.    
 
Truth matters, regardless of online, offline, indoor, or outdoor services. The truth most love of God may be 
expressed with a donation, regardless of direct, mail, or online ways. 
 

 
Thank you everybody. Come to Jesus! 

Pray for continually “Let go, let God” because CCAH church (His sheep) is His church. “The Commentary of 
the Bible By Verse” is coming for this & future generation. E.g. 2020 
https://calvarychapelanaheimhills.com/letGod.pdf  

https://www.calvarychapelanaheimhills.com/OnlineSermon2023.htm  
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 

Who can be against the Word (  LOGOS or the written word, i.e., the 

Scripture)? 

 

Welcome to CGN International Conferences at 

Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa on 6/25-28 in 2023. 

 
 

 

J u n e  2 5–2 8 ,  2 0 2 3  |  C a l v a r y  C h a p e l  C o s t a  M e s a  

This conference is open to all Ministry Workers! Men & Women! 
Pastors, Elders, Ushers, Administration, Worship, Children’s Ministry, and 

https://calvarychapelanaheimhills.com/letGod.pdf
https://www.calvarychapelanaheimhills.com/OnlineSermon2023.htm
https://calvarychapelanaheimhills.com/logos.jpg
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Youth Leaders! at https://conference.calvarychapel.com/  
 

Pray for brothers, sisters, and children in Christ of the unground church in Iran to 
be knit together in love and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God. 

https://conference.calvarychapel.com/
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